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Interdisciplinary  
Research Driving Innovation 
and Public Impact 
Prem Jain underscores that federal funding is essential to sustaining 
the kind of interdisciplinary, mission-driven work he experienced at  
UC Davis. By highlighting how collaboration across engineering, medicine,  
computer science and social sciences enables researchers to tackle 
complex, global problems, he points to the resources required to support 
such wide-ranging efforts — resources that often come from  
federal investment.  

It’s very important that whatever work public universities do, we are 
doing it mainly for humanity.” — Prem Jain
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